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1. God Fadgeth no Maa, but by Maz. 


; th. 
ae will be Priefts in Heaven. 


3. 
4 
riving it from the People. 


The neceflity of a Priefthood upon 


The Efficacy of the Cenfares of the Charch. That Neither Inmocevice nor Res 
pentance, Will Avail before God, in’ Oppofition to the Church. 

. The Cafe of the Ignorant, and Malicious in this Matter. Rav . 
s. Extending the Priefhood to Al, Deftroys the Whole. As likewife the De- 
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ry man. His is New-Years-Day. 
wn? GOD fend us a 
Good New-Year, « 

Beating down of Det{m, Herefie, an 
Sai And fome will think ic NE W- 
DOCTRIN that you are Preaching 
to me, with which you Begin the 
Yer. What! Bring us back fgom the 
Green Boughs of A@srure, to the Dry Hebrew 
Roots of Scripture, and the Wither’d Branches 
of Revelation, which we have been Paw- 
waning and Battelling fo many Years, with 
Succe/s and Imparity! Thefe Scriptures (fays 
they) fpeak in fo High and Lofty a Strain, 
that ther is no Enduring them! They are 
all for Church, and High-Church! They bear 


down Prieft-Craft upon us Irrefiftably ! 


1.) Efpecially the Text you Quoted in 
ts seal of. your Laft, the fifth of. 
St. John, Ver, 22. and 27. where Chrift 
fays, That God Fudgeth no Man, but hath 
Committed all Judgment to the Son, And the 
Reafon given Affects them more Clofely, 
Becaufe he is the Son of Man. Nt is not 
faid, becaufe he is the Son of God. As 
if all whatever of GOD’s Srdgensents were 
to be Difpens’d by the Hand of Aas. 
Then in Corroboration of this, you brought 
Texts which faid, That the Saints fhall Fudge 
the World, and the Angels, which fets them 
very High indeed! Even to Sit with Chrift 
in His Throne! As He has Promis’d Rev. 
iii. 21. And that they, fhal be. Priefts: of God 
and of Chrift, and fhall Reign with Fim. Chap 
xx. 6. How then comes the Name of Prief 
to be now 0 Contemprible! Is it the Glory 
of the Happy State, and. of the Church Tri- 
*xmphawt ; And is it the Refufe and Of-Scon- 
ring in the Charch Militant? And if Men 
wil be Priefts in Heaven, may they not be 
fo upon Earth? Have we not more need 
ot Guides and Afiftance now, to Preach the 
Word of God to us, and to Admin er. His 
Holy Sacraments, which He has Ordain’d as 
Means of Grate, to bring us to the Eternal 
Glory? 
(2.) “And if €as’ you have thew’d). Ged | 








from the Beginning of the World, hath Di/- 
pens'd His Blefings by the hands of Mex, 
and fent men to His Prophets, and to his 
Pri¢fts, to Intercede for them, and to make 
Atonement for their Sins; And that the Laft 
Judgment will be Prononne’d by the Mouth of a 
Man, and that God Judgeth no Man, but 
Mediatly, by the Intervention of Man ; how 
is it Now, That we Defpife the Intervention 
of Man, or any Priefthood'in the hands of 
a Man; and Ridicule the'very Office’ Tho’ 
Chrift bears it now in His own Perfon in Hea- 
ven. And that it is the Higheft Glory to 
which we fhall be Advanc’din Heaven. We 
Approach not to GOD There, but by the 
Mediation of Man: And. Chrift will have 
Priefts under Him: There, to Adminifter in 
thofe Means of Meditation. Yet Men’ upon 
Earth think they Can go to God Imme- 
diatly, without any Afediation at al), or the 
Intervention of any Outward <Azeans or any 
outward Priefthood. Which'is to fay, That 
they are More: Perfeft Now than they will 
be, Then, and are Nearer to God, as having 
lefs ufe of Afeans, or the Itervention of any 
other Priefthood than what every Mati Car- 
ties within his own Breaf, that is, his Con. 
[cience, which Abfolves or Condemns him, as 
his Attions are Good or Evil. And thérefore 
need not she Abjolution of any Pit, nor 
need Fear his Condemning. And fo the Power of 
the Keys go’s for. aothing With them. This is 
what was Quoted in your Laft out of the 
Book of Rights, p. 73. That if God will not 


p: | Reward a Good, wor Punifo an Ilt Man, more or 


lefs for their (the. Clergys) Decrees what can 
be more Abfurd than to Call that'a Fudicial Pow 
er, which has no manner of Effett or Operation ? 
Ther was-more Quoted, to which you An- 
Jwer'd, but you fpoke not fo Particularly to 
thefe words, tho’ you Explain’d the Matter 
of a Decleratory and Judicial Powerfully to 
my Satisfaction, which do’s in Effect Imply 
an Anfwer tothe whole. But if you Pleafe 
to make it: more Expre/s, and Anfwer that 


|Queftion Direftly, whether Ged will Reward 
| or Panifh more or Lefs for the Excommunia 


cation or Atbfolution @f the Charch? And if 
: _ “-. . nor 























































the Power of the Keys has. For this feems 
the Whole of the Canfe, and Put as Strong as 
ic can be. 


(3.) Rebearfal.. My. Anfwer is Direttly, 
That God wij}l Reward and Punifh more or 
lefs, according to tie Cenfures of the 
Church, And my Reafon is, becaufe God 
will Reward our Obedience to the Church, 
and Pumfh our Negleft of Her. To make 
which more Plain, let us put the Cafe both 
_ ways. iff. That a Man is Excommunicated, 
Clave Errante, either for an Unfufficient 
Ganfe; or upon Falfe Evidence. 2dly, That 
a Man Yuflly under Cenfure for a Crime 
that Deferves it, becomes truly Penitent for 
the Crime, and thinking that Sufficient, 
Defpifes or Negleéts his Reconciliation to the 
Church, by a Due Submiffion, and to be 
.Abfolv’d from her Cenfure. ; 

In the firft Cafe, a Man is Oblig'd to 
Pay all Deference to the Authority of the 
Church (as to Civil Authority in the like 
Cafe) and to Plead his Jnnocence in all 
Modeft and Refpeétful Manner, without Re- 
viling or Reproaching, even tho’ he be Fudg'a 
Comrary to the Law. Which Cafe is fully 
Rul’d, Ad xxiii. 3, 4, 5- Hf he do other- 
wife, he is under the Sentexce of God, for 
his Difobedience to the Church, let him be 
never {0 IJunocent as to the Crime laid to 
his Charge, as St..Pawl was, yet Condemns 
himfelf tor uttering the leaft Reproachful 
word to the High-Prieff, tho’ Commanding 
him to. be Smitten, Contrary to ‘the Law. 
Bot it after all Modeft Defence, a Man is 
thus Jnnocently put under the Cenfure of 
the Church; fach -Sentence is made Clave 
Errante, and no Doubt will be Revers’d by 
the Supreme Fudge who knoweth the Heart. 

_ Now as to the Second Cafe, 1 Anfwer, 
That a Man cannot be faid to be truly 
Penitent, if he Refufes to own his Crime, 
and - Submit himfelf to the Cenfure of the 
Church. And Ged will not Remit his Crime, 
tho’ he be Sorry in his Heart he has com- 
mitted it, but will Retain his Sin, and Ra- 
tify the Sentence of the Chursh, while he 
contigues in his -Obfinacy. againft the 
Church. 

So that in this Cafe of Obftinacy to the 
Church, neither your Innocence will Excufe 
you before God, mor your Repentance Avail 
you, unlefs you Repent likewife, of your 
Obftinacy againft the Church, and Submit 
your felf. You canmot be Keconcil’d to 
God, while you ftand out Obftinately againit 
His Church. For He will Adaintain His own 
Inftitutions. And he that Expetts to go 
to Heaven any other way than that whieh 
God hath Appointed, makes Himfelf Wifer 
than God, and may find his Folly when it 
will be too Late. 

Country-m. This Power given to the Church 
is indeed very Great. And, as you have 
Explain’d it, none will be Admitted into 
Heaven, who ftand out in their Obftinacy 


arth. 


not, then to thew what Effet or Operation | 


ainft the Authority of the Church upon |, 


(4-) But, Aafler, what (Ala/s!) wit he 
come of the Afultitudes of poor People < ‘ 
mong Us, who have no Notion at all of this 
matter, or have any. other Regard fo, 
Excommunication than the Temporal Pemalpj., 
that are Annex’d to it by the Lem? 

Rehearf. What Allowances God will: make 
for Extreme Ignorance, | will not Determin, 
His Mercy is over af His Works. But for thofe 
who Offend of Malicious Wickedne/s, who oh. 
ftinatly Break off from the Church, and Dp. 
[pife her Authority, who Place themfelves jn 
the Seat of Scorers, and turn every thing that 
is Sacred into Ridicule, thefe are in the Gay! 
of Bitternefs, and their Condition is moft De. 
fperat. St. Gude Defcribes them, as. tho 
who Defpife Dominion, aud Jpeak Evil of Dig. 
nities——Which they Underftand nor, By 
which he did not mean the Reman Emp. 
ror or the Civil Government. — For he {peaks 
of their Perifling in the Gainfaying of Korah, 
Which was Gainfaying the Aathority of the 
Priefthood. And upon the very fame Pree 
tence as this Book of the Rights, which j 
That the People are Holy, and the Priefthood 
did Lord it over them. Thus Argu’d the 
Korahites againft Aaron and the Priefts, 
Num. xvi. 3. Ye take too much upon you, fer. 
ing all tbe Congregation are Holy, every one 
of them, and the Lord is among them wherefor 
then lifeeyon up your felveg above the Congregas 
tion of the Lord? Which Argument is Copyd 
and-Jnjiffed upon all over this Book of the 
Rights. And 1 will give him the Anfwer 
that Aofes gave to Korah, What are thefe 
Priefts, that you Murmur againft them? Tour 
Rebellion is againft the Lord. é is againft the 
Inflitution of God, it is againft the Lord and 
againff His Anointed, that thefe Men have 
Confpir'd, faying, Let ws break their Bonds afun- 
der, and Caft away their. Cords from us. 


(5-) They wou’d Deffroy the Priefthood, by 
making All Men Priefts, and equally meant 
in that great Commiffton given by Chrift to 
His Apoffles. Upon which I might well Ask 
them St. Paxl’s Queftion, Are all Apofiles? 
If fo, then Chrift did not Give fome Appoftles, 
and fome Prophets, &c, But the Book of the 
Rights makes the People give All, and Chrif 
Nothing. He makes the People the only 
Original of the Priefthood, and of every thing 
elfe, as we fhall fee hereafter. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Emoirs of the Affairs of Scotland, con- 
taining a full and Impartial Account 
of the Revolution in that Kingdom, begun ia 
1567. Faithfully Publifh’d from an Authentick 
M S. By Her Majefty’sHiftoriographer for the , 
Kingdom of Scotland. 
HE Eftablifhment of the Church, the 
Prefervation of the State. 
A Colleétion of papers concerning what 
hath been Tranfaéted in the Convocation. 
A Warning for the Church of 
England. “» 
The Principles of the Diffenters conrcening 





Toleration, and Occafional Conformity: 
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